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Did Slavery Exist in the North?

It existed 1n the North, in Pennsylvania, in Montgomery

County and even here in Upper Merion Township.

The early Dutch, Swedish and British settlers brought the
institution of slavery and servitude in general with them to
these shores.

The first record of an enslaved person in what 1s now
Pennsylvania 1s Antony Swart (Black Anthony) who 1s
mentioned being 1n the service ot Governor Printz of New
Sweden.
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A Note on Terminology

The word “slave” 1s a term that often lacks humanaity.

We take the suggestion of Marc Howard Ross 1n his Slavery in the
North, and use “enslaved African”, which better humanizes the
cruel situation that 1t describes, and which can be contrasted with
“Indentured European” - a separate mstitution of servitude.

The term “African American” 1s avolded because it leads to the
misleading impression that Africans were accorded the same
rights as Kuropean American citizens under the law 1n
Pennsylvania, which was not true after 1700, even when they were
free.
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Slavery in Pennsylvania

total
year population nonwhite free slave
1790 433,611 10,238 6,531 3,707
1800 602,365 16,271 14,565 1,706
1810 810,091 23,287 22,492 795
1820 1,049,058 30,413 30,202 211
1830 1,348,233 38,333 37,930 403
1840 1,724,033 47,918 47,854 64
1850 2,311,786 53,626 53,626 0
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Slavery in Montgomery County
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total
year population nonwhite free slave
1790 22,918 553 440 113
1800 24,150 560 527 33
1810 29,703 674 671 3
1820 35,793 877 874 3
1830 39,406 744 743 1
1840 47,241 680 680 0
1850 58,291 904 857 0
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‘ Upper Merion, July 24, 1751, .

O Bbe fold by Richard Bevan, living near the Gulph-mill,
a‘iké!y Negroe-man, about 30 years of age, fit for town

or country bufinefs, and is expert in oriving a team. Alfo a Ne-

groe-girl, sbeut 15 years of age. As the faid Bevan intends to lert

out his plantation, any perf n inclining to purchafe either of {iid

Negroes, may agree, on reafonable terms, with |

: %3 - Ricuarp Bivan,

— e ——— — A

Pennsylvania Gazette August 8, 1751
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Indentured vs Enslaved

Indentured servitude had a contractual end; enslavement was for life, and the lives of
the descendants.

Indentured European women were not expected to have children - that was
considered a breach of contract.

Enslaved African women were expected to have children, which became the property
of the master who could decide to sell them separately.

There 1s no easy way to know 1f day-to-day treatment differed. It seems likely, given
the racial views of the time.

Note 1n the case of indentured Europeans, 1t was their contractual time that was for
sale, whereas for the enslaved African it was the person that was for sale.

Punishment for the indentured could include an extenion of ime. Typical
punishment for the enslaved was public whipping.
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To be fold by

WILLIAM CURRIE,

In the Great-Valley,

W O likely Negro Men, both compleat Farmers, némed

Clafcow and Q_aco ; Giafcow is about 21 Years of Age, and’
Quaco about 36 : Likewile two Negro Wenches, named Deb and
Moll ; Deb is about 24 Years of Age, and has a fine Child, about
8 months old ; Moll isabout 40, and has a fine Boy, paft 4 years
old, both to be fold with the Mothers : Asalfo a Duatch Servant
Lad’s Time, who has been 7 Years in the Country, and has § Years
and 4 Months to ferve ; all whicH are {ald for no Fault, but becaufe
their Mafter intends to quit Farming. The Purchafer may havea
Year’s Credit, giving Security, and paying interet. Tbc. 6 W,

—

#————

Pennsylvania Gazette July 18, 1754
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'The Indentured Europeans

Usually indentured Europeans were young, 10 to 16 years of age and
from a poor famuly.

A term of service would be agreed upon, typically 4 to 7 years.

Meals and housing (and transport 1if bound for America) were provided
by the master.

Servant’s time could be sold to other masters, as long as the original
terms of service were adhered to.

Occasionally, free Africans were also indentured, sometimes as
punishment.
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The Enslaved Africans

Enslaved Africans usually came to America as second generation slaves, born

in the West Indies. This was called “seasoning”, a simple term for a cruel
reality that first generation Africans could not endure American winters.

Servitude was for life, and any children of enslaved women were born mto
slavery.

In Pennsylvania, there were no large plantations. The typical slave owner
might only have a few, thus enslaved Africans were more likely to be separated
from their families.

Because Pennsylvanma’s economy was more commercialized and unstable
compared to the agrarian South with 1ts large plantations, the enslaved were
also more likely to be sold several times 1n their hifetime.
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T0 bér S O L. D,
Likely Negro woman, about 23 yeais of age, fit for towon or

country bufinefs, with ber child, 3 years old, laft May ; fbe

will be [old with or wnitbout the chiid, Enguire of Fames White-
bead, at the Work boufe, § :

Pennsylvania Gazette November 20, 1755
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Running Away Was Common

Working conditions were harsh and mortality was high among both
indentured Europeans and enslaved Africans.

The Pennsylvania Gazette 1s filled with ads for both runaway servants and
enslaved people.

Typically a very extensive description was given, as well as a reward

offered.

Betore 1700, Pennsylvania colonial law did not distinguish between
indentured Europeans and enslaved Africans.

After 1700, restrictions and punishments were enacted especially for
enslaved and free Africans.



I e e s
R Un away from Richard Bevan, of Upper
Merion, in the dpunty of Philadelphia, on the 231
of April laf, a negxf man, named Frank, of (hot
ftature, can fpéak good Euglith, and is mark’'d with the
{mall pox: Had on when he went away, a light colon-
red old homefpun cloth jacket, with flat pewter buttons,
brown homefpun cloth breeches, with mohair buttons,
an old felt hat, neither thoes nor ftockings ; but as it is
shought he has got money with him, he may get othee
apparel, change his name, or fay he is free, as he is a
lying, arttul tellow, and has done the like before. He
formerly belong’d to William Macneell of Philadelphia.
Whoever takes up the faid negroe, and brings him to
his faid mafter, or to William Rakefiraw, of this city,
or fecares him, fo that his mafter fhall have him again,
fhall have Twenty Shillings reward, paid by
RicuarpBevanw,

N. B. As he may attempt to go to fea, all mafters of

veflels are defir’d not ro take him. —y

Pennsylvania Gazette May 11, 1749
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B Aa ey Pbilgdelpbia, May 29. 1745.
U N ‘away the zd Inftant, from John
W Pawling, at Perkiomen, a lfke]x, lufty, Negroe
Man, h:inbdgl‘Q'N.E'Y, 6 Foot high, about 24 Years
¥ cars of Age,‘and fpeaks good Enémb and High Dutch.
Had on when he went away, a-firiped Lififey Woolley
acket, Tow Shirt and ’}Mfei's; 3»3 old Felt Haf.
hoever takes tip and fecures faid Negroe, fo that his
Maler mey have him again, fhall have Twenty-five

Shillings Rcw‘ird, and reafonable Charges, paid by
) FOHN PAWLING.

Pennsylvania Gazette May 29, 1746
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R U N away on the 2d Inft. from Ifaac

Rees of Upper Merion in rhis County, an Jrifh Setyant
‘Man, named David Punch, of middle Stature, long black
ftraic Hair, paleifh complexion’d, has a large Scar on the
back Part of his Head near his Crown, he is a Weaver by
Trade: Had on when he went away, a light copper-colour-
' ed new Drugget Coar, with Butrons of the fame, and mohais
Button-holes, linnen Jacket, new black and white Hofe,
lig&c:olmir’d cloth Breechés much worn, homefpun Shirty

new félt Hat, and halt worn Shoes. - =

joevet fecures the faid Servant, fo that hu 31& tmny
have him again, fhall have Thirty Sbs;ing: Reward, %aldby

Philad. April 5. 1739. Ifaac Rees.

Pennsylvania Gazette March 29, 1739
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Patterns of Enslavement 1in the Colonies

In geographical terms, slavery generally decreased in the colonies from
north to south.

But there were far fewer enslaved people 1n Pennsylvania, relative to the
population, than 1n surrounding states.

Pennsylvania was a center of industry and commerce, more so than the
other colonies.

Pennsylvania’s frontiers favored smaller farms, rather than large
plantations.

Poorer European American laborers may have resisted the influx of
enslaved laborers.



1790 Census Data
The Enslaved as a Percentage of

Population
ME: O
VT: 0.029% NH:
VIA:
NY: 6.3% “. Ri
PA: 0.9%
' > g NJ:
MD: 32% DE:

VAL 3¢
KY:16,9%

GA:
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Farly Abolitionists

There were those who felt that slavery was wrong, but 1t was not the
English Quakers - at least not at first.

It was the Dutch-German Quaker converts - newly emigrated from
Furope and hiving in Germantown. For them, slavery and servitude
in general were not customary.

The Dutch-German Quakers imnvoked the Golden Rule. They saw

the connection between the religious freedom they sought and
freedom 1 general.

Throughout Pennsylvania’s history, German immugrants and their
descendants rarely enslaved anyone.



1688 Letter from the
Germantown Meeting House
to the Society of
Friends in Philadelphia,
written by Francis
Daniel Pastorius and
three more members.
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An Act for the Be?ter Regulation of
Negroes 1n this Province 1725-26

In the early 1700s, free and enslaved Africans began to be treated
differently under Pennsylvania colomal law.

Their movements and their ability to gather and trade freely with their
fellows were severely restricted.

Furopeans and Africans were prohibited from marrying or living
together.

Slave owners had to pay an indemnity of £30 to free an enslaved person.
This clause of the act had a chilling effect on the granting of freedom.



€52.1953

KING & PRUSSIA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Gradual %&Abolition

In 1780, Pennsylvania enacted the first democratically adopted abolition
law 1 the world.

But it was GRADUAL abolittion. Those born after 1780 would become

essentially indentured servants until age 28. Their children were born
free.

Those born before 1780 would remain enslaved for the rest of their lives.
Thus slavery died out slowly in Pennsylvania.

Massachusetts, by contrast, would free enslaved people in 1783 when its

supreme court decided that African Americans were people. Their state
constitution thus already applied to them so no law was required.
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