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Jonathan Roberts
1771-1854

Pennsylvania House Representative, Pennsylvania Senator, 
US Representative and US Senator.

Senator Roberts dedicated his life to public service and to 
helping the poor of Upper Merion.

He built the first Roberts School in 1848 so that the 
children of the Croton Mill workers did not have to walk to 
King of Prussia to go to school.

He donated the land for the Roberts Burial ground where 
the poor of Upper Merion of all races could be interred for 
free.  

He opposed the spread of slavery in the western territories 
and gave an impassioned speech against it on the Senate 
floor.

Valley Forge Memorial Gardens currently occupies the land 
and house where his estate was.  

Commissioned by the King of Prussia Historical Society; painted by local artist John Amoroso. 
On permanent loan to Roberts Elementary School, Upper Merion Area School District.


